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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  YEAR     “C”    25TH AUGUST 2019
   

PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN 
CORRECTION, PUNISHMENT OR DISCIPLINE ??? 

 

Parents have an awesome responsibility in the rearing of children. Ephesians 6:4 says to “bring them up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord”.  The word nurture involves training and instruction while “in the 

admonition of the Lord” literally means putting their children in mind of God, his love, his desire for mankind, 

salvation etc. There are those who will tell you that to correct or punish your child does them a disservice or can 

cause them great harm in their development.  The scriptures show exactly the opposite.  If you love your child, 

you will correct him or her responsibly. Punishment he says is most painful at the time, and far from pleasant, but 

later, in those on whom it has been used, it bears fruit in peace and goodness. 
 

We get our word discipline from the word disciple.  A disciple is a pupil, learner, and follower. It would appear 

that many parents misunderstand what discipline is.  Discipline and punishment are not synonymous 

terms. Punishing for wrongdoing is an occasional element of discipline, but discipline is the total training of the 

child. It not only teaches them the “don’ts” of life but, more important than that, it teaches them the “do” side of 

human responsibility.  Our second reading from the book of Hebrews tells us that the Lord trains the ones he 

loves and punishes all those that he acknowledges as his sons. 

 

Some parents drive their children to resentment by negativism (don’t do this, don’t do that), constant criticism 

(can’t you do anything right?), and harsh punishments.  Paul writes in Colossians 3:21, “Fathers, do not provoke 

your children, lest they become discouraged”.  Phillips’ translation of this verse is very expressive: “Fathers, 

don’t overcorrect your children, or they will grow up feeling inferior and frustrated”.  Parents sin against their 

children when they violate this instruction.  

 

What are the proper ways to correct our children? 

 

1.       Establish your authority over your children. 

1a.      It must be established that the father, as well as the mother, has the authority over children. 

1b.  Children are to obey their parents in all things (Col. 3:20). 

1c.  Ask yourself, who controls the actions of our household, the parents or the children?  Who runs the house? 

1d.  Father’s must be a strong, controlling influence in the home and, as children grow older, a father’s hand on 

the   reins becomes increasingly important.  Boys especially need a strong image to identify with. 

1e.     Have fundamental and simple rules within whose framework the family lives. 

1f.    Allow the child the freedom to make honest mistakes of immaturity and to make up his or her mind on       

things.  But the rules you do have apply without fail. 

1g.   Parents must be careful not to be so strict that they exasperate their children into rebellious 

anger.  Punishment .can be administered in such a way as to be harsh, cruel, and unloving.  This will provoke 

children to wrath or anger and will be destructive rather than constructive.  We must avoid this type of 

punishment.  

 

2.       Punish the child when he or she defies your authority. 

2a. It is an irresponsible form of parenthood to spank a child for their ignorance (using a dirty word whose 

meaning  they don’t know just because they heard some older person say it) or an accident (spilling something 

just after you mopped the floor). 

2b. It is equally irresponsible to allow a child to get by with challenging your authority.  Whether it is a small 

child who throws a temper tantrum when told to put up his toys and get ready for bed or a teen-ager who says he 



is going to do something you have forbidden, you have an obligation to God and the child to check that 

behaviour (Proverbs 13:24).  Such punishment is not harsh abuse but a loving reminder against sinful behaviour. 

 2c. Punishment should be as consistent as possible.  Children are confused and do not know how to respond if 

punishment is not dependable.  If a child is able to get away with certain behaviour on one occasion and not on 

another, he/she is receiving unclear signals. 

2d. Punishment and reprimand are elements of discipline. 

2e. Punishment should be Godly 

2f. Make sure the child understands that the discipline is done in love not anger and that the punishment is 

based on disapproval of the action, not of the child themselves.  Punishment is necessary but must be exercised 

patiently, and for the good of all concerned.  Parents should take the time to hold their children in their arms and 

tell them such things as “I love you; I’m proud of you; you are a wonderful boy/girl; when I punish you it is only 

because I love you.” The actions of the punishment should reflect this. 

2g. The Bible upholds spanking for rebellious children so as to correct them. (Proverbs 13:24; 22:15; 23:13-14)  

2h. It is clear the punishment must never be administered when the parents are angered.  Parents should not 

angrily or harshly scold, berate, slap, and/or beat their children.  When a child submits in these cases, it could be 

only because the parent is bigger in size and stronger, not because the child feels the parent is right. The child 

should be able to realize (by words and actions of the parent) that they are being punished by parents who truly 

love them and who want them to do what is right. 

 2i. Harshness and bitterness – ruling with an iron hand will only serve to provoke children and run them off. 

2j. Bible instruction for punishment:  Prov. 3:12; Prov. 22:13; Heb. 12:5-9; Prov. 29:15 

2k. If you have more than one child, the disposition of the child should often dictate how one punishes 

them.  What may require a firm hand with one may only need a chastening word with the other.  Remember that 

children need to be viewed as individuals. 

2l. Should parents shout at their children? 

2m.   Obviously, there are times that a parent will raise their voice.  But far too often a parent “screams” or 

“yells” at a child when it is totally unnecessary. 

2n.   A child learns what he/she lives.  If they grow accustomed to their parents shouting at them, then that is 

how the child is so trained. 

2o.   We need to ask, “what would Christ do?”  It is likewise appropriate to ask, “Would Christ shout at 

children?  I just cannot comprehend his doing that, but instead visualize him a loving, tender, compassionate, and 

firm instructor and example. 

2p.   Children equate yelling, and screaming with harsh, unloving, and unkind.  You can be firm without 

shouting, yelling, and screaming. 

 

3.     Be consistent in your attitudes and expectations. 

3a.  If you have the right to make a rule for your child, give it and insist on its obedience; if there is no 

justification for the rule, don’t waste your authority or confuse the child with it. 

3b. When you say something, stick to it.  Don’t punish today what you laughed at yesterday or show partiality in 

dealing with the same misdeed in different children. 

 

4.     Be an example of the things you want your children to learn. 

4a. Whatever parent gives his children good instruction and sets them at the same time a bad example is a 

hypocrite.  No one will spot his hypocrisy quicker than the child who lives under the same roof.  The rejection of 

the church by many young people is neither more nor less than the rejection of their church-member but ungodly 

parents. 

4b. The life of a Christian parent should say to his children: “Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ” 

(1 Corinthians 11:1). 

4c. Parents need to take heed lest they “sin against the child” (Gen. 42:22).  One of the greatest crimes would be 

for the child NOT to be able to see proper examples in his/her parents. 

 

5.     Communicate with your children 

5a. Talk to your children.  They have concerns, worries, and troubles just like adults.  They need someone to 

share this with.  They also want someone to share their successes with; parents need to be there for them. It is 

natural for children to look to parents for guidance.  When there is no communication between parent and child, 

this is a real danger signal.   

 

5b. Parents might not consider the issues that a child talks with you about “big”, but they are big to the 

child.  You build trust and respect when you show genuine interest and emotion about the events in your 



children’s lives.  If children feel free to discuss whatever is on their minds with their parents, this is indicative of 

a very healthy relationship. 

5c. Take time to get to know your child.  Each child is unique in their own way.  We must take the time to 

understand their desires, wants, wishes, and ambitions. 

 

6.       Encourage the child with honest praise. 

6a. Two times during Christ’s earthly ministry, the Father spoke from heaven to say, “This is my beloved son in 

whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:17; 17:5) 

6b.     Do we express appreciation as we should for the good things our sons and daughters do? 

6c. When they do a good job with something, do we brag on them?  Or do we wait until they do wrong to say 

anything at all and then scold them? 

6d.  Children gain most of their self-confidence and self-worth from how they are treated by their parents. 

Correcting our children when disobedience occurs is a parental responsibility.  God commands it and God 

expects  us to obey his command.  We do a disservice to our children when we fail to correct them. 

We also do them a disservice when we correct them out of anger instead of love.  The correction that God 
commands is firm and just, not abusive. 
           Fr. George Ngwa 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Christchurch are seeking to appoint a new Headteacher.  Full details are 

available on the Government, Dorset and Diocesan Websites.  For a comprehensive pack and application form 

Email b.hincks@stjosephs.dorset.sch.uk or phone 01202 470175.  Application forms can be downloaded from 

the CES website.  Closing date 13 September 2019. 
 

THE ISLE OF WIGHT PROMS – on Wednesday 28th August 6.00 to 9.00 p.m.  You are warmly invited to a special Outdoor 
Songs of Praise music recording at The Wight Proms.  The evening will include performances from some very special 
guests!  This event will be held in the beautiful grounds of Northwood House, seating will be informal so please bring your 
own chairs or rugs to sit on the grass.  For further information call 0161 873 7073 
 
CAFOD UPDATE MEETING – Saturday 21st September 2.30 – 4.30 p.m.  You are invited to a CAFOD update Meeting on 
Saturday 21st September at St. Edmund Campion Church, 481 Castle Lane West, Bournemouth BH8 9TN.  We hope to 
have a speaker from CAFOD head office, who has visited our projects overseas and will tell you how your donations are 
making a difference to people’s lives.  Please book your place so that we have an idea of how many people are coming.  

Email portsmouth@cafod.org.uk  or phone 01252 329 385. 

THE HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE – 10th to 17th November 2019 – Walk in the Footsteps of Christ.  Pilgrimage package 

includes return flights from Heathrow, 4 nights in Bethlehem, 1 night in Jericho, 2 nights in Galilee, breakfast & 

dinner daily, transportation throughout, local guides, full religious programme, 100% financial protection (ATOL 

protected).  Price £1,195, Single Supplement £350, Deposit £500.  To book call Jonathan on 0800 689 4792 or 

book on line at www.aglowpilgrimages.com.  

READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ROTAS  -  All concerned, please don’t forget to pick up your envelopes in 

the post box at the back of Church! 

ANNUAL LEAVE – Lizzie will be back from her holiday on Friday 30th August.  If you have any queries or 

concerns in the meantime, please contact Fr. George direct.  Thank you! 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR VISITORS – We extend a warm welcome to all our visitors.  Please make yourselves known to one 

of our Parish team, who will be happy to answer any of your queries. 

40 Days for Life Vigil at BPAS Abortion Centre, Royal South Hants Hospital Fr Philomeno James is running  a “40 Days for 
Life”  Vigil from 25th Sept  Join us in this ecumenical witness alongside people of other faiths and those of no religious 
persuasion, standing in solidarity for the sacredness of life... 
Your witness, fasting, and prayer is literally a matter of life or death… It is a most humbling spiritual work of mercy… we 
are not there to judge, just to BE THERE for a woman who has no one else to turn to in her crisis... 
There's an opportunity for you to signup after Mass or you can ring/text 07535937865, 

emai40daysforlifesouthampton@gmail.com Website 40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/southampton 
Our launch event will include a showing of the highly acclaimed, sensitive “Unplanned” film which has had huge box-
office success this year in the USA 
Launch: Tuesday, 17th September (8 days before the vigil starts) 7pm Holy Family Church, Redbridge Hill, Millbrook SO16 
4PL 
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mailto:40daysforlifesouthampton@gmail.com


TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR “C” 25TH AUGUST 2019 

Saturday  
 
 
Sunday  

24 
 
 
25 

Aug. 
 
 
Aug. 
 

Vigil Mass of the 21st 
Week in Ordinary Time 
 
Twenty-First Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

18.00 VIGIL MASS  of  the 21st Week in 
Ordinary Time –  Czeslawa Stopyra 

 
 
Coffee & Tea in 
the Hall after 
Mass 

10.00 Holy Mass –   Holy Souls 

Monday 26 Aug. Blessed Dominic Barberi   

Tuesday 
 

27 Aug. St. Monica 18.00 Exposition, 18.30 Rosary, 
18.50 Benediction 
19.00 Holy Mass -  MPP 

 

Wednesday 
 

28 
 

Aug. 
 
 

St. Augustine of Hippo 
 

09.00 Exposition, 09.30 Rosary,  
09.50 Benediction, 10.00 Holy Mass –  
                       Mary Horan 

Confession after 
Mass 

 Thursday 29 Aug. The Passion of St. John 
the Baptist 

09.00 Exposition, 09.30 Rosary, 
09.50 Benediction, 10.00 Holy Mass – 
                    John Doyle 

 

Friday 
 

30 Aug. Saints Margaret 
Clitherow, Anne Line & 
Margaret Ward 

09.00 Exposition, 09.30 Rosary,  
09.50 Benediction, 10.00 Holy Mass –   
             

Confession after 
Mass 

Saturday 31 Aug. St. Aidan & All Saints of 
Lindisfarne 

09.30 Divine Mercy Devotion 
10.00 Holy Mass – 

 

Saturday 
vigil Mass 

  Vigil Mass of the 22nd 

Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

18.00   -  Vigil Mass of the 22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time -   
 

Confession  
5.30 pm 

 Sunday  
 

01 Sept. TWENTY-SECOND 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

10.00 Holy Mass.  –  Minnie & Charles 
                                       Garbett (RIP) 
  13.30 Baptism of Liv Ricci Zombeli                         

Coffee & Tea in 
the Hall after 
Mass 

 

IMPORTANT – MASS OFFERINGS/INTENTIONS.  If you would like Holy Mass said for your 

Intention(s), then please take one of the envelopes on the shelf by the Confessional and fill in your details, 

add an offering and place it into the general collection at one of the weekend Masses.  The next available 

day will be booked in the diary.  If you wish a specific date, please give plenty of notice and phone the 

office during opening times or call in to check the date is available.  Thank You!  
 

 

 

Parish priest: Father George Ngwa 
 email: gngwa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  emergency mobile: 07475753040 

Parish office: 01425 614968 Hall Booking via Parish Office 
ololnewmilton@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Secretary: Lizzie Davies Wednesday 12.00h-16.00h  & Friday 10.00h-14.00h 
Our Parish Live streaming: http://churchservices.tv/newmilton Website: www.nfwp.org.uk   

Safeguarding Minister:  Tony  Harwood Tel: 01425 511 952 or email hughharwood314@hotmail.co.uk

 

Prayer to St Michael, said at the end of Masses. St Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 

protection against     the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen 
 

 Sat. 24 Aug. Sun. 25 Aug. Sat. 31 Aug. Sun. 01 Sept. 

Reader D.McCourts P.Caffyn K.Dempster C.Barrett 

 T.Gearey P.Caffyn B.Dempster C.Barrett 

EMHC M.Harwood Joseph Kurian J.Thomas S.Salinger 

 F.Fallon Akhil Joseph T.Geary A.Caneda 

 M.Newland M.Tanner C.d’Espagnac M.Buckland 

Collections 17/18 Aug. 

Loose £346.52 
Envelopes £173.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
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